
 

 

PASSPORT 

When traveling outside of the United States, you must carry a passport, as it is the only form of identification recognized 

everywhere that verifies your citizenship. Your passport should be valid for at least 3 months after your planned return date; 6 

months is recommended. If you do not have a passport, or if your passport will expire soon, you should apply for one as soon as 

possible to avoid any unforeseen delay. It can take up to eight weeks to process your passport application.   

 

Visit the U.S. Department of State for comprehensive information regarding the passport application process and associated fees. 

(http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/passports.html) You will be able to download an application on their website and find 

the nearest office that will accept your application.  

 

Once you have your passport, make several photocopies. Leave a copy at home and carry a copy with you at all times when you are 

overseas. Keep an additional copy with your belongings. If your passport is lost or stolen, the copies may speed up the replacement 

process. If this happens, immediately notify the nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate. 

 

VISA 

The exact process for applying for a visa will vary depending upon your program and destination. Students should confirm first 

whether a student or visitor visa is required and if so, what the specific process is for obtaining it.  In general, to apply for a visa you 

may need to appear in person at a consulate office.  Some consulates will permit you to  send your actual passport (not a copy), and 

application materials in by mail.  You generally apply to the consulate that serves the state of your permanent residence.  

 

Obtaining a visa could take as long as three months, so begin early. You will not be able to apply for the visa until you are fully 

accepted by your host institution or program, but it is a good idea to begin gathering the needed materials for your visa as soon as 

you apply to your program.  The embassy or consulate website will usually indicate how long it will take to process the visa. 

 

U.S CUSTOMS & DUTIES 

It is advisable to register any expensive items, such as cameras, personal computers, etc. that you plan to take abroad with the U.S. 

Customs and Border Protection before you leave. 

 

SMART TRAVELLER ENROLLMENT PROGRAM (STEP |  https://step.state.gov/step/) 

All study abroad participants are registered by the Study Abroad office at Gonzaga through the STEP program.  Students are 

strongly encouraged to additionally register their own independent travel they may do while abroad.  

 

ADDITIONAL LINKS for Preparing for Your Time Abroad  

 Mobility International 

 Cultural Insurance Services International 

 World Health Organization 

 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

 International Narcotics Control Board 

 OSAC—Crime & Safety Abroad 

 U.S. Department of State’s Students Abroad 

 Before You Go Abroad 

 Culture Grams 
 US State Department Country Guide 
 CIA World Factbook 
 Culture Crossing Guide 
 Alcohol Safety 
 Protecting Your Friends 
 Alcohol Awareness 

Travel Documents & Pre-Departure Links 

http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/passports.html
https://step.state.gov/step/
http://www.miusa.org/plan/americans-abroad
http://www.culturalinsurance.com/
http://www.who.int/en/
http://www.cdc.gov/
http://www.incb.org/incb/en/psychotropic-substances/travellers_country_regulations.html
https://www.osac.gov/Pages/ContentReports.aspx?cid=2
http://studentsabroad.state.gov/health.php
http://www.studyabroad.com/resources/before-study-abroad.aspx
http://online.culturegrams.com/
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/country.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
http://guide.culturecrossing.net/index.php
https://rainn.org/get-information/sexual-assault-prevention/alcohol-safety
https://rainn.org/get-information/sexual-assault-recovery/protecting-your-friends
http://globaled.us/safeti/alcohol/docs/pdf/Student-Alcohol-Awareness-Guide.pdf

